
For generations, Indigenous communities across Latin America have faced the dual 
burden of environmental devastation from extractive industries and a lack of basic 
services like affordable, reliable energy. From poisoned waterways due to oil drilling 
in the Amazon to displacement caused by hydroelectric dams, these communities have 
experienced systemic neglect and exploitation, while being excluded from the benefits 
of energy development.

In response, an initiative has enabled clean, sustainable, and independent solar energy 
for more than 60 Indigenous rainforest communities in Costa Rica, Colombia, Panama, 
Peru and Ecuador over the past decade. Today, more than 3,500 people have access to 
off-grid energy solutions that empower them to reclaim control over their lives and 
lands.

This effort goes beyond providing electricity—it is a commitment to justice, resilience, 
and self-determination, empowering communities to build brighter, more regenerative 
futures.

What We Do to Create Energy Sovereignty

Lighting Up Remote Communities with  
Tailored Off-Grid Solar Home Systems

Each system is designed to meet the specific needs of last-mile Indigenous communities. 
By covering 100% of their energy needs, these off-grid solutions reduce reliance on 
fossil fuels and empower families with clean, safe, and reliable electricity.

Training Indigenous Technicians for  
Long-Term Impact

With 55 Indigenous solar technicians and trainers already trained, this initiative builds 
local expertise to install and maintain solar systems, ensuring communities remain self-
reliant and resilient for years to come.

Creating Community-Driven  
Solar Infrastructure

 Dedicated training and storage spaces equip communities with the tools and knowledge
 to sustain their clean energy transition and expand their impact at a regional level.
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A Brighter Future: How Solar Energy 
Empowers More Than 60 Indigenous 
Communities in Latin America
Over 3,500 Indigenous people gain access to solar energy, 
improving their health and opportunities, while addressing 
decades of marginalization and environmental harm. 
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Impact Highlights: A Brighter Future for Generations

Energy Sovereignty and  
Economic Empowerment

• Solar energy reduces reliance on exploitative agreements with extractive industries, 
giving families control over their resources.

• Electricity supports income-generating activities like artisanal crafts and regenerative 
farming, aligned with cultural and community values. 

Healthier Homes,  
Healthier Lives  

• Clean energy eliminates harmful indoor air pollution from kerosene lamps and diesel 
generators, improving respiratory health.

• Families can now refrigerate medicines and food, enhancing nutrition and health 
outcomes. 

• Night births can now be accompanied with light and increasing the life expectancy of 
both mother and child. 

Educating the Next  
Generation 

• With light available after dark, children can study, complete homework, and pursue 
greater educational opportunities. 

• Access to electronic devices enhances learning and opens doors to future careers. 

“When your child needs light to do their homework at night and the 
only option is a gas-powered generator, what else can you do? Here 
in Mañoko, we had to sell bush meat that was meant to feed our 
families in order to buy gasoline.”
– Armando Ibañez, Secoya Nation, Amazon

“In the past, we had to use the proceeds 
from the sale of our artisanal handicrafts 
to buy gasoline to power generators. Now 
we can fulfill other important needs. We 
can buy books for our children and they 
can use the light to study in the evening.“
– Felipe Enqueri, Waorani Nation, Amazon

 
Empowering Women and 
Challenging Gender Inequalities 

• Electricity reduces the time women spend on domestic chores, allowing them to pursue 
education, leadership roles, and income-generating activities. 

• Healthier, better-lit homes create safer and more comfortable environments for women 
and children.
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Preserving Culture and  
Protecting Lands 

• Solar-powered tools enable communities to protect their territories with GPS devices, 
drones, and cameras for land patrols. 

• Light and electricity allow the creation of traditional handicrafts that preserve cultural 
heritage while boosting incomes.

Empowering Communication  
and Connection 

• Solar power enables the charging of radios and communication equipment for remote 
communities to stay connected, especially in emergency situations. 

• Communities can now share up-to-date information, ensuring they remain safe and 
informed. 

Addressing Historical Injustice Through Clean Energy 

The initiative’s work addresses decades of environmental harm and social injustice 
caused by extractive industries that have exploited Indigenous lands without regard 
for their rights, cultures, and well-being. Indigneous Nations like the Emberá in 
Panama, and the Secoya in the Amazon rainforest of Ecuador have been vulnerated by 
displacement and the degradation of their lands, leaving lasting scars and an ongoing 
struggle for their physical and cultural survival.  

This solar energy program represents a transformative shift, restoring dignity and self-
determination by creating decentralized, community-driven energy solutions. Power 
to create hopeful alternatives and economic opportunities that are in harmony with the 
Indigenous people’s way of life and the protection of their ancestral homeland. 
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Looking Ahead: Expanding Impact for Future Generations 

With over ten years of proven success, the program aims to extend its reach to more 
families and communities across Latin America. By creating energy sovereignty, it 
continues to challenge systemic inequities and create direct access to clean, safe and 
independent energy for those who need it most. 

About Love For Life 

Love For Life is an independent nonprofit organization dedicated to conscious, 
collaborative action that models regenerative practices and upholds sacred relationships 
with self, each other, and the Earth to ignite social, ecological, and spiritual healing. 
Our mission is to empower people and protect the living Earth through whole system-
regenerative action. 

We focus on six interconnected impact areas: (1) Solar Energy Access, (2) Regenerative 
Agriculture & Food Sovereignty, (3) Indigenous & Community Leadership,  
(4) Ecosystem Protection & Restoration, (5) Holistic Empowerment, and (6) Heart-
Centered Consciousness. Through these programs, we work towards a Conscious Earth 
Culture where all life is held sacred, and humanity and Nature thrive in harmony.

For interviews, stories, photographs, or more information  
about the communities and impact, please contact:

Iva Alvarado
iva@loveforlife.eco
WA: +506 89390869
Communications Coordinator
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Love For Life e.V. 
Hauptstraße 2  
82327 Tutzing, Germany 

www.loveforlife.eco
hello@loveforlife.eco
@loveforlife.eco
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